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Determining the Length of your 
Films and Videos
Movie film length is determined by the diameter (distance across) 

of the film on the reel. Many of the films that come to the Leave A 

Legacy studios are 3 inches across and on blue plastic reels.  These 

are 50 feet long when they are full.  This chart shows the length of 

film on different sizes of reels.

Reel 
Diameter 3" 5" 6" 7"
Approximate 
Feet 50 200 300 400

 

The length of a video tape is determined with a video tape player.  

Use a VCR for VHS tapes and a video camera for the various types 

of smaller tapes. Put your video in the player and rewind it to 

the beginning. Eject the video tape and then push it back in (this 

usually resets the counter on the player to zero). Press play or fast 

forward and the digital number counter will display the amount of 

time the tape has recorded on it (some older models don’t show 

a counter). When the player continues to fast forward or play, but 

the number on the display doesn’t change, you can record that 

number as the amount of time on that videotape. 

If you don’t want to be bothered with determining the length 

yourself – you can rest assured that the Leave A Legacy team will 

do it for you before we begin transfer.

About 2 hours of film (1800 feet) or videos will fit on to one DVD 

without reducing quality.
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How We Do It:  
Transferring Film to DVD

Leave A Legacy can transfer your regular 8mm film, super 8mm 

film and 16mm film directly to DVD.  We have both an 8mm and 

a 16mm projector that has been modified and is mounted in 

line with a 1CCD digital camera.  The camera captures the image 

from every frame of your film and sends it to a computer.  Once 

a whole batch of film is captured we have the computer process 

the individual frames, remove the flicker and compile it into a 

modern video file that allows editing. Eight and 16 mm films were 

recorded at different speeds on different cameras so it is adjusted 

to the correct speed on the computer. 

Some clients choose to have 

this type of file saved to 

their external hard drive or 

on several disks (this AVI file 

type typically takes at least 

3 times as many disks as a 

regular DVD movie requires).  

In order for clients to do editing at home it requires powerful 

software and a lot of memory on their computer.

Most clients want to have a regular DVD that will play their movie 

from a regular DVD player connected to their TV.  For these clients, 

we allow them to come in to preview their films (we can easily 

rearrange the order that different reels play on the disk).  Our 

computers are available for clients to use to do their own editing 

or we can do it for them.  A whole host of titles, scene selections, 

animations, and special effects are available to customize your 

films just the way you would like them. 

http://www.leavealegacytoday.com
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Some super 8mm and 16mm films have sound recorded on them 

but for films that are silent we can add our royalty-free upbeat 

instrumental music, a personal audio recording that you create or 

we can even add in the sound of the projector flicker back in.

Additional copies of your DVD come at little 
cost and you can upgrade your DVD to gold 
archival disks if you wish. Gold archival disks 
have been tested to last 100 years while 
regular disks last only 10-20 years. The gold 
archival disks that we get also have an anti-
scratch coating added to them.  Disks cases 
come with the Leave A Legacy standard label 
with your title on them or we can design a 
custom photo label for you as well.

How We Do It: Transferring Video to DVD

We can transfer virtually any type of video tape media you have 

to a DVD.  A typical first step (though not required) is to put all the 

videos in chronological order.  In the studio we number the videos 

in order.

Most people have us transfer their video directly to a DVD. We call 

this a straight transfer.  This is done with a DVD burner and VHS 

player or the appropriate type of camera.  A straight transfer is 

the most affordable option.  We time out all of your videos prior 

to transfer and will combine multiple videos on to one DVD if 

desired.  We suggest putting no more than 2 hours of video on 

to one regular DVD.  We have the recorder add markers every 5 

minutes which allow you to skip ahead when viewing.

http://www.leavealegacytoday.com
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Some clients like to be able to edit their videos before they are 

burned to a DVD.  Options include having us do the editing, or 

clients editing in our studio or at home. 

When the client chooses to edit in our studio we need them to 

schedule a time to reserve the video editing computer.  We help 

them get started and are available to help out when they get stuck.  

There is an hourly charge when editing is done at Leave A Legacy.  

In order for a client to edit at home, client video files can be saved 

to their external hard drive or on several disks. We make AVI files 

for PC users and MOV files for Mac users. This AVI or MOV file type 

typically takes at least 3 times as many disks as a regular playable 

DVD movie would take.  

Editing at home requires powerful software and a lot of memory 

on their computer. Editing, whether in our studio or with your 

home software, offers a whole host of possibilities: adding titles, 

scrolling text, adding arrows or ovals to highlight a person’s 

location, adding music or narration, deleting scenes, lightening 

and darkening the footage, scene selections, animations, special 

effects, and more are available to customize your films just the 

way you would like them.  

Once we have the original DVD created we can duplicate it 

for little cost so that everyone in the family can share in the 

memories.

 

All About Audio Transfers

We typically transfer audio media to CDs. We can get 80 minutes 

of audio on a playable CD. When it is transferred each side of the 

recording is made into its own file. If you want each side of the 

http://www.leavealegacytoday.com


www.leavealegacytoday.com | Secrets of the Memory Guardian 8

recording broken up further (such as into individual songs) there is 

a small charge for breaking it into tracks (smaller segments). 

What we refer to as a playable CD is a CD that you can put in a 

standard CD player or computer and it plays. Alternatively we can 

make what we call a data CD. The data CD will have individual files 

(most commonly mp3 files) saved to it. 

The data CD is intended to be used in a computer where you can 

play the individual files and use them in projects on the computer 

or move to a portable music player. The data CDs don’t have the 

same limitation of only 80 minutes per CD so it can hold much 

more. We have put recordings from several sources onto one data CD.

Cassette tapes usually hold 60, 90 or 120 minutes when full. The 

cassette will usually have one of these numbers on the face of 

it so you’ll be able to tell how long it might be. They are able to 

record half that amount of time on each side of the cassette.  

An 8 track tape is 1/4” magnetic tape divided into 8 stripes that 

are played two at a time and can have 4 stereo tracks recorded 

“Leave A Legacy has been of great assistance and a huge time saver to our office. 

They’re reliable, efficient, and great people to work with!”

- Julie Melcher,

Metier Law Firm 

Fort Collins, Colorado
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on it.  The 8 track runs in a continuous loop with a splicing foil at 

the beginning/end telling the player to switch to a different track.  

The player can sometimes not detect the foil and the same track 

will play over and over unless the track is manually switched.  It is 

almost impossible to tell where an 8 track is at in the loop unless 

you take it apart and/or play it until the player switches a track.  8 

tracks can hold up to 45 minutes of audio per track. 

LPs and records are usually recorded at 33 1/3 rpm, 45 rpm or 78 

rpm. We can transfer records of all speeds. A 33 1/3 record (most 

common industry standard for multiple songs often called an LP 

for long playing) holds up to 30 minutes per side so 1 record will 

fit onto a CD with room to spare. A 45 was made for generally 

single song production, so will hold a 3-5 minute song on each 

side, sometimes there is only music on one side. A 78 record 

comes in various sizes therefore the size of the record will dictate 

the length.  This is also the most common speed for home record 

recordings.  I would not expect to find more than 15 minutes of 

music or audio on a 78 rpm record.

Micro and mini-cassettes are similar to each other and are smaller 

versions of a cassette tape. The Micro cassettes were recording 

with hand-held voice recorders and home answering machines. 

Mini cassettes were used primarily by professional secretaries 

and court reporters. They can typically hold 60 minutes of audio 

recordings.

Reel-to-reel audio was recorded at a variety of speeds. They 

can be recorded on both sides of the tape (just visualize it as a 

really large cassette tape). They can be recorded in mono (allows 

2 recording tracks on each side so a total of 4 tracks/reel) or 

in stereo (allows 1 recording on each side a total of 2 tracks/

reel). The tape used on a reel-to-reel can also have a variety of 

Zoe knew exactly 
what I wanted, 

and had awesome 
suggestions for 

both projects. She 
did the copies of 
the videos right 

away as dis-
cussed and they 

were great! 

-Bill Fowler
Denver, CO
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thicknesses. The variety of tape thickness, the variety of speeds, 

size of reels, and the variable number of tracks make it nearly 

impossible to estimate the length of recording on one reel.

Wire audio recordings are a magnetic recording made on thin 

steel or stainless steel wire. Small spools are 15 to 30 minutes in 

length.

 

Enhancing your audio transfer may be desired. Recordings that were 

professionally made are much more likely to have better sound 

quality. Recordings that were made by family members are less 

likely to have had ideal recording environment. We can do a variety 

of enhancements to your recordings including reducing pops, and 

cracks, reducing background noise if it is a different frequency than 

the audio recording. If the recording was poorly captured we can’t 

bring back aspects of the original production , alas. 
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Want Leave A Legacy to do all the organizing for you or questions 

about the next step of digitizing your media? 

Contact us today
Fort Collins

team@leavealegacytoday.com

970-226-0102

Denver

team2@leavealegacytoday.com

303-623-0607

More questions answered here:

Order Now!

Upload Now!

All about Film

All about Video

All about Audio  

All about Photos, Slides and Docs

All about Digital Media

Organizing

All about Slideshows

All about Books

http://leavealegacytoday.com/order-online
http://leavealegacytoday.com/file-upload
http://leavealegacytoday.com/film-transfer
http://leavealegacytoday.com/youraudioandvideo
http://leavealegacytoday.com/audio-transfer
http://leavealegacytoday.com/yourphotos
http://leavealegacytoday.com/digital-media
http://leavealegacytoday.com/organization-service
http://leavealegacytoday.com/photos/slideshows
http://leavealegacytoday.com/photos/digitalscrapbooking

